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Music, Prayer and Reflection 
We are delighted to be able to tell you that Rhu 
& Shandon Church is opening for music, prayer 
and reflection, every second Wednesday morn-
ing, starting on September 23rd. (from 11 am to 
11.30 am). All are welcome, and as you sit in quiet reflection, Sally 
Butt will be playing meditative music on the organ. You will appreci-
ate, that to ensure the safety of all those attending, strict Covid pro-
cedures will need to be observed, and we are using these informal 
gatherings to help us all get used to the “new rules” for attending 
church. These include: wearing a face mask; sanitizing your hands 
when you enter and leave the building; confirming that neither you 
nor any of your household have any Covid symptoms; observing 
social distancing requirements; and providing us with your contact 
details.  

For your safety, the Church building will be thoroughly cleaned and 
sanitized; pew cushions have been removed and seating arranged 
to ensure 2 metre distancing. Stewards will be on hand to guide 
you through the process and provide any assistance you may 
need. However, you will appreciate that the process of checking 
people into (and out of) the church, will be more time consuming 
than usual. Therefore, we ask that you arrive between 10.45 and 
11.00 am. We will be using the front door only for entry and exit-
ing, but special arrangements will be in place for those with mobility 
issues. As the area in front of the Church will be used for “checking 
in” we must restrict parking in the churchyard to Blue Badge hold-
ers only. 

To ensure that the Church is properly ventilated, we are required to 
leave doors partly open. Consequently, although the heating will be 
on, you are advised to dress accordingly. Also, you may wish to 
bring a cushion with you.  

To help us plan for your visit, please advise us that you intend to 
come, and if you need parking, (e-mail randschurchof-
fice@btconnect.com or call Gay Black on 01436 820289). Also, 
please e-mail or call us, if you have any questions about attending.  

Deaths  
To our great sadness we have lost members and friends of our 
church and our thoughts and prayers go out to the friends and fami-
lies of Phyllis Pearce, Jimmy Garrick, Rev. Malcolm Wright and Rev. 
Jim Brown.  

Lockdown  
We have all endured this lockdown for far longer than anyone of us 
could have imagined. As restrictions ease and we start to emerge 
and, perhaps, reflect, on how our lives have changed, we wondered 
if you might like to share some meaningful experience you had dur-
ing this time. Did you learn a new skill, talk to more people when out, 
get fitter, bake, become more competent on the computer to help 
keep in touch with friends and family, enjoyed the garden, bird spot-
ting, slowed down to enjoy life better. We want to hear your story. Or 
do you have a word, phrase or picture that sums up lockdown for 
you. We would love you to share them with us. 

Rhu & Shandon Heroes 
I am sure we have all experienced acts of kindness from many caring 
villagers. So, if you would like to nominate someone as a Rhu & 
Shandon Hero (we are sure there are many) we will list them in our 
“Thank You” column, that we hope to start with your help. 

Prayer Gates 
Some of you may have noticed, and indeed might have placed a 
ribbon on the Prayer Gate that was established during lockdown. 
This was for those of us who had someone or something to pray for 

to be able to pause in quiet contemplation/
prayer whilst the church was closed. When 
the church is fully reopened, we plan to re-
move the ribbons and to take them into the 
church for the whole congregation to add 
their prayers to the ones represented by the 
ribbons. A local artist is then going to take 
the ribbons and weave them together to 

form a lasting memory of these unprecedented times in our village. 
This will be then kept in the church.  
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