
  

 

Bright Hope for Tomorrow 

  

The theme of the Church of Scotland's Advent campaign this year is "Bright 

Hope For Tomorrow" (#BrightHope) - from that wonderful hymn Great is thy 

Faithfulness, which includes the line "strength for today and bright hope for 

tomorrow". In the difficult times we face, and knowing that Christmas will be 

different this year, that line sums up what we all need just now. We do plan to 

hold services on a weekly basis from now on (although some in November will 

be on a Wednesday) - details of these services are given below. However, we 

have two particular ideas that pick up on the "Bright Hope for Tomorrow" 

theme, and that we hope will appeal to the whole of our community. 

 

Help us Light up Christmas in Rhu and Shandon  

Businesses and Charities across the country have all been under severe 

financial pressure as a result of the restrictions on everyday life that the 

pandemic has caused. Our church is no exception to that. We have worked 

hard to manage our costs, and drawn down on government funding where 

possible. In particular, we have made savings on our energy costs, partly 

because of the extended closure and consequential reduced activity in the 

church, but also because we have switched off the floodlighting of the church. 

Our church building and, in particular, its tower is a prominent landmark within 

the village. However, we estimate the energy costs and routine maintenance 

costs for the clock and the floodlighting amounts to approximately £1,300 each 

year. We have identified some ways in which we could reduce these costs, 



maybe by as much as 35%, but this would involve significant investment in new 

energy efficient bulbs and modifications to the clock to be able to turn off the 

chimes at night, 

So, to light up our Christmas and hopefully through into the New Year will 

you donate to our Light Up Christmas Appeal? As soon as we reach £300 

we will switch the floodlighting on. If we reach £1,500 we will invest in 

energy saving lights. 

 

To donate, go to our webpage and click on the Donate Button: 

https://www.rhuandshandonchurch.org/ 

You can pay by card or PayPal, and if you are a UK Tax Payer, share your 

address and we will be able to claim Gift Aid on your donation. 

If you would prefer, you can send a cheque, please contact Andrew Nisbet our 

Treasurer on 01436, 820993 for further details. 

 

Prayer Gates 

When we started our Prayer Gates in July we could hardly have imagined the 

extent to which this has caught the imagination of the community. Several 

hundred ribbons have been tied, and as Christmas approaches, we want to 

develop the idea as part of our theme "Bright Hope for Tomorrow". 

First, prior to our Music, Prayer and Reflection Service on 18th November, the 

ribbons will be removed from the gate and brought into the church for the 

Service. After that a local artist will create a montage of the ribbons, that will be 

framed so that we have a permanent memento of our hopes and prayers during 

the COVID pandemic. It will be brought back to the Church for a special service 

as soon as we are able to return to unrestricted worship. 

 

Then, to continue the "Bright Hope for Tomorrow" theme, we will provide small 

wooden hearts, symbolising Love and Hope, for people to tie onto the Prayer 

Gates as they spend a moment in silent prayer or reflection. In addition, we are 

developing a similar idea with Rhu Primary School for children to hang stars on 

our Christmas Tree. 

 



Services to the end of the year 

Subject to any possible changes to COVID restrictions it is our intention to hold 

services on the following dates:  

i. Sunday 8th November at 10.55 am 

ii. Wednesday 11th November at 10.55 am 

iii. Wednesday 18th November at 11 am 

iv. Sunday 29th November at 11 am 

v. Sunday 6 December at 11 am  - Communion Sunday: due to current 

restrictions this will be done differently.  Upon arrival at church you will 

be invited to collect a Fellowship Cup to take with you to your pew.  

These are pre-packed and pre-sealed and provide an individual wafer 

and grape juice thus enabling everyone to take part in the Sacrament. 

vi. Sunday 13 December at 11 am- Lessons & Carols: come along to 

enjoy a shortened version, hearing from scripture and listening to Sally 

play the hymns on the organ.  Details of the hymns will follow and you 

are invited to print these out at home and bring them along with you for 

personal use should you wish to follow along with the music. Please note 

you cannot print out material for anyone not in your household. 

vii. Sunday 20 December at 11 am - Nativity Sunday: this is the time of 

year when we would ordinarily hear from Young Church as they lead us 

through the story of the Nativity.  We can’t do this during these 

unprecedented times however the Minister would like to encourage you 

all to come to church dressed as your favourite nativity character.  This 

will be a light-hearted service and we hope as many as possible will 

come dressed for the part! 

viii. 23 December - Virtual Christingle Service: children of all ages, along 

with those young at heart, are invited to join us on Zoom for a live 

Christingle Service. Log in details will be provided nearer the time along 

with the locations to collect your pre-packed Christingle material which 

will allow you to make these at home on the night! 

ix. 25 December at 10.30 am - Christmas Day Service:  join us for a short 

act of worship. Children are invited to bring along a Christmas gift to 



 

show off to us! 

x. Sunday 27th December at 11.00 am - in the Community Hall, Rhu. 

Best wishes to you all and Keep Safe.  
  

  

 
 

 


