
30th November 2021 
 

 

Update on the Future of Rhu & Shandon Church 

 
As we reported in our September Newsletter, Presbyteries across Scotland are preparing 
plans for a reduction in the number of ministers and churches in their areas by a third. 
This means there is a very real prospect that Rhu & Shandon church building could be 
deemed to be surplus to requirements. 
Since September, the Kirk Session and congregation have been developing plans to 
become more involved in the wider life of our community and having support from all, not 
just church members, is vital. 
In the meantime, Clyde Presbytery has requested that all congregations carry out an Audit 
of their Mission. This is a  review of what we are doing within our community, how we 
contribute to the life of our parish, and what our vision is for the future. 
A lot of work has already been done by the Kirk Session and Congregation over the past few 
years, but we do urgently need to get a better understanding of what the wider 
community needs and would like us to be. 
To that end, the Kirk Session recently agreed to commission a community survey to find out 
what role the church and its building could play in the life of Rhu & Shandon. The survey will 
be conducted by Community Links Scotland (a charitable, not for profit, organisation based 
in Clydebank). 
The cost of the survey is £3,120 and, although the church will underwrite this cost, it would 
be helpful if members of the community could make a small donation towards the cost. Not 
only will this help to maintain our reserves for future improvements and developments, it 
would be a tangible sign of the community's support for their local church and the work we 
do. 
If you would like to help, you can donate through our PayPal account by clicking on the link 
below: 
 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8XAXHGV4JS5JA 
  
The survey will be circulated widely around the community, by email as well as in paper 
form. 
 
 
Keep safe and well, best wishes 
 
Andrew 
 
Andrew Nisbet 
Session Clerk 
01436 820993 


